
A Brief History of Library's in Alstead
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In 1798 a group of 19 neighbors in Alstead Center formed the Alstead
Social Library and it continued until 1832.
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In 1804, a Social Library was started in East Alstead and also
continued into the 1830's.

The First Library in Papermill Village consisted of a small number of
books on 2 or 3 shelves at Timothy Tufts Store. These books were all
lost in the fire of 1868.

A ladies reading club started a Library in 1876 and turned it over to
the town in 1878. The first time a library listing appeared in a town

report was 1880.

In 1896 we find the first report of library trustees and they report to

have 516 books.

In 1898 we find the addition of 61 new books donated through the

efforts of Reverend J.H. Wilson and donations of other citizens.

In 1902, the Fanny Carpenter Legacy left $500.00, the income to be

used to purchase books.

In 1908, Edith Kimball property sold and proceeds of $606.00

donated. Income to be used to purchase books.
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And this brings us to 1910 and our present library



John Shedd, born in 1850 in Alstead Center, lived in the little cape
style house on Pratt Road, today owned by Kevin and Peggy Bitten-
bender. The Shedd Family moved to Holden Hill in Langdon when
John was 5 years old.

It is told that as a teenager, working on the farm gathering sap one
spring, John spilled a bucket of sap, filling his boot in the process.
It was then that he decided farming would not be his future.

John came to Papermill Village and obtained a job clerking at Timothy
Tufts store located directly across the street from here.

As I mentioned before, Papermill Village's first Library was in Tufts
Store and it may have been while working here and retrieving books
for people that Mr. Shedd realized the value of a library,

Mr. Shedd left Tufts Store to clerk in stores in Bellows Falls and
Ludlow, VT.
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Around 1870, Mr. Shedd moved to Chicago and obtained a position
as stock clerk at the Marshall Field Co. earning $12.00 a week. He
worked his way up to clerk and other positions in the company in the
next few years.

In 1878, he married Mary Porter, daughter of Dr. Winslow Porter and
his wife Laura of River Street in Alstead.

.

In 1893, Mr. Shedd became a partner of Mr. Field and eight years later
became Vice President. Mr. Field himself described Shedd as "The
Greatest Merchant in the United States."



Upon Mr. Fields death in 1906, Mr Shedd became President of the
Marshall Field Co. and under his direction the store grew to become
the largest dry goods store in the world.

In 1907, Mr. Shedd proposed to build a new library for use by the
residents of Alstead and Langdon and started the process of obtaining
a site to build on, hiring an architectural firm, etc.

By early 1908, Mr. Shedd had hired the W.H. McLean and Wright
Architectural Firm, located on Tremont Street in Boston and was
negotiation to buy three properties on Main Street on which to build
the new library.

Mr. Shedd was able to purchase the Fred Prentiss home that sat on
the rivers edge for $2,000 and the Glover/Rawson property and store
rented by Henry Metcalf located next door for $1,600, and a small
parcel of land from John Dickey. He then had these buildings
moved down back and located on what became Library Avenue.
These buildings were then sold for $300 each.

In Mr. Shedds original proposal in 1907 for a library, he proposed to
spend $25,000. In early 1908, he had informed Mr. McLean, his
architect, that we wanted to keep the cost between $30 and $35,000.

At this time, they were deciding wether to use limestone or granite.

By March 30, 1908, the final plan had been drawn and the cost would
be $40,000 plus 5% architect fees. The building to be completely fire
proof and constructed of best white, north Jay Granite with the back of
building to be granite colored brick. A contract to build was awarded
to L.K. Marston of Boston, Mass.



Construction began in 1909 and was completed in 1910. The final
cost, including tables, chairs, book shelves, underwood typewriter,
and every other item needed to open a library to the public was
$65,962.06.

The dedication of the library and the conveyance to the Town of
Alstead took place on August 25, 1910 with a crowd estimated to be
in excess of 1500 on hand for the occasion.

The library was given in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Shedd, parents:
William and Abigail Shedd and Dr. Winslow and Laura Porter.

Mr. and Mrs. Shedd also established a $15,000 trust fund to help
offset library expenses so it would not become a burden to the town.

Existing books were moved to the library and Mr. Shedd purchased
2,000 new books for the library.

Mrs. Harriett Brown became the first Librarian of the new Shedd
Porter Memorial Library.

In 1917 - Helen M. Kimball
In 1924 - Lina L. Batchedler
In 1936 - Lenna J. Dickey
In 1937 - J. S. Chivers

•

In. 1938, Mr. Chivers was honored by the State Library Association foi
the most outstanding improvement of any library in the state. Upon
returning from the State Meeting at which he received his recognition
for his accomplishments, Mr. Chivers suffered a heart attack and died
September 20, 1938.



Mr. Olivers was also instrumental in the forming of the original
Alstead Historical Society in 1937 and became it's first President. We
can therefore assume that Mr. Chivers had a lot to do with establishing
the society's museum in the basement of the library until it was moved
to it's present location in the former Universalist Church, around 1980,

Amy A. Demerse was appointed to fill Mr. Chivers term in 1938.
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In 1939 - Harriet W. Whitton became librarian.
In 1943 - Marion I. Kemp Holmes
In 1946 - Laura N. MacLane
In 1966 - Irene C. Stevens
In 1977 - Doris Dustin
In 1991- Julia Cunniff
In 2007 - Barbara Davis, our current Librarian.
We now have 14,500 volumes in our library.
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It appears Laura N. MacLane has the longest term as librarian for a 19
year span, followed by Julia Cunniff with 16 years and Doris Dustin
with 14 years. Not to be outdone, Margaret Fullam served as assistant
librarian for a period of 25 years during most of Doris and Julia's terms
as Librarian.

A brother of Harriet Whitton, Leon Whitton and his wife Laura,
formerly of Alstead, removed to Sarasota, Florida, established the
Whitton Endowment Library Fund in 1982, and made annual
donations, which were matched by fund raising by the library. Upon
Laura Wliittons death, the Library received $100,000 dollars to add
to the endowment, bringing the total to a little over $116,000 dollars,
income from this trust fund to be used to purchase books.

Over the years, Mr. Shedd, later his wife and other descendents, have
provided sunoort to the librarv.



In 1922, Chauncy Newell, Chairman of the Trustees, submitted a list
of 37 books to Mr. Shedd, which Mr. Shedd purchased.

In 1926, the library was experiencing problems with the original
roof and Mr. Shedd contacted the original architectural firm of W. H.
McLean of Boston, to design a new roof system. A new roof system,
consisting of iron frame, overlayed with concrete slabs, with a copper
top cladding, along with a new and much cleaner oil furnace and
registers, were installed at a cost of $24,220.15. The foreman received
$15 a day, iron workers $10 a day, and local workers $7 or $8 a day.

In 1941, it was noted by friends of Mr. and Mrs. Shedd from Chicago,
that were visiting New England and stopped to see the Library, that
moisture droplets were hanging from the beams in the basement and
that the plaster on the walls was deteriorating from moisture. Mr.
Shedd, by now being deceased, Mrs. Shedd directed the work be done
to correct this situation.

As a search to locate Mr. McLean, the original architect, ended with
the belief that he was deceased, H. Seabury, architect of Boston, a
former employee of The McLean Firm, was hired to solve the problem.
After many ideas were aired, it was decided to strip all the plaster from
floor to ceiling in the basement walls back to exterior wall.
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They then tarred the walls, applied treated furring strips, 15lbs of felt
paper, 1" inch cork for insulation, metal lathe and re plastered walls,
replaced window and door trim and original plaster cornice with wood
cornice and painted entire basement. Also replaced a broken marble
threshold, 3 sections of cracked sidewalk, and one rotten window sash.



The cost for all this work was $1,666.75 plus $222.00 to Mr. H.
Seabury Architect.

Around 1958, Mrs. Stanley Keith paid for a new furnace. I believe she
is a descendent of Mr. and Mrs. Shedd.

And in 2009, financial aid for the new sign in front of the library
was given by Mr. David Porter Schweppe, a descendent of the Shedd
family*

We, the residents of Alstead, Langdon and surrounding communities,
can be most grateful for the generosity of Mr. John Shedd, his wife
Laura, and their descendents for the past century.


